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The EU waste hierarchy

PREPARING FOR RE-USE

\ RECYCLING

(ENERGY)
RECOVERY

Source: European Commission.
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2008/98/EC - Article 4 Waste Hierarchy

Article 4
Waste hierarchy
1. The following waste hierarchy shall apply as a priority order in waste prevention and management legislation and policy:
(a) prevention;
(b) preparing for re-use:

(c) recycling;

(d) other recovery, e.g. energy recovery: and N'VIX'2a
(e) disposal. N'"N2'20
2. When applying the waste hierarchy referred to in paragraph 1, Member States shall take measures to encourage the options that n"n] / "N

deliver the best overall environmental outcome. This may require specific waste streams departing from the hierarchy where this is
justified by life-cycle thinking on the overall impacts of the generation and management of such waste.

Member States shall ensure that the development of waste legislation and policy is a fully transparent process, observing existing nin" |7 Tyalh
national rules about the consultation and involvement of citizens and stakeholders.

. : . — . —r : "M
Member States shall take into account the general environmental protection principles of precaution and sustainability, technical :: I

feasibility and economic viability, protection of resources as well as the overall environmental, human health, economic and social
impacts, in accordance with Articles 1 and 13.
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Municipal waste by treatment operation =

Fercentage of tolyl beatrvant, 2018
“ Compasting 8 % Incineration without enargy recovery
%lmh«ﬂbnvdthwmown ® % Landfill
%Othordupotal O % Other ro(ovory
* Recycling

Y, » o ..
P __) & o o x,, P _J_ > 5 ‘bb,v p"’ o-“ > J zn OECD mummpal_wa_ste by
‘ﬁ i’ B F S € CoFy : Jf treatment operation in 2018.
W W (v o » ‘.

& ” o \::‘" Source: OECD (2020)
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The main result is that strict national/regional WM policies may be less efficient,
unless some type of local flexibility is implemented. Our model is designed both
for top-down and bottom-up assessment and can be easily adapted for a wide
range of WM option comparisons at different levels.

Waste Management
Volume 32, Issue 10, October 2012, Pages 1979-1988

One size fits all? An assessment tool for
solid waste management at local and
national levels

Dani Broitman ? © %, Ofira Ayalon 2, Iddo Kan
Y /
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Findings show that regulation itself may create difficulties and barriers that
prevent the implementation of economically and environmentally efficient
solutions and obstacles in achieving a circular economy. It is also concluded
that an ongoing monitoring and supervision of regulatory processes are of
great importance and that RIA should be elaborated continuously.
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CLOSING THE LOOP: THE CHALLENGES OF REGULATION IN
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